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Art Unit: 2193 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. The applicant, in claim 62, claims a memory that is "able to store...", which is not 
considered to store anything. It merely requires that the memory is capable of 
performing the function. Therefore, it is considered that any memory is capable of 
storing various types of data (including addresses). He further indicates that input 
means "can be used to store data in memory..." Again, all input means " can" be used to 
transfer data to storage (store data); since, that is one of its purposes. Furthermore, the 
claim consists of merely one step (allowing a computer user to subdivide..." which 
inappropriately attempts to claim all present and future variations of the function 
including functions not taught by the applicant's specifications. Therefore, the claim is 
considered improper. Also, the applicant should note that the step of " allowing a 
computer user to subdivide..." merely means that the function is available (again 
capable of...). It does not mean that anything actually occurs. The dependent claims 
merely provides the ability to perform certain functions. Again, nothing is specifically 
done and therefore the dependent claims do not cure the problems with claim 62. 

3. Claims 62-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention, see the discussion above. The features appear to be 
merely non functional desired results which can be provided by any computer system. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 

form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 



The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claims 62-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Endo 
(5,974,392). 



Claims 

62. (New) In a computer with a memory 
that is able to store data at a series of 
addresses in said memory, 

an input means that can be used to store 
data in said memory at said respective 
series of addresses, 

an output device, which is operatively 
connected to said memory for presenting 
to an output space of at least one 
dimension said data stored in said 
memory at said series of addresses, the 
method of: 



Endo 

See fig. 2, items 4 and 7, 
which are "able to store 
data..." 

See items 1 and 3 of fig. 
2, which "can be used to 
store data..." 

See item 2 of fig. 2 and 
see col. 1 lines 49-54. 
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allowing a computer user to dynam i ca ll y 
a nd a utomat i ca ll y subdivide an object 
into parts so that each part can be 
Separately controlled. 



63. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to work 
Simultaneously on the separately 
Controlled parts, i.e., work in parallel. 



64. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to control 
what is done with the separately 
Controlled parts, 

65. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
Divide the parts until further dividing is 
No longer possible. 



66. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
reconstitute... 

67. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
associate a part to other parts or 
objects. 

68. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
associate an action to a part. 



69. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
aggregate parts into a new object or 
part that contains aggregate parts. 



See the manager server unit of 
the abstract. Also, see col. 1 lines 
13-24 and col. 2 lines 50-63. 
Furthermore, dividing implies 
separate controls. 

See again item 3 of fig. 2 and col. 
5 line 43-col. 6 line 28. The 
feature of checking a plurality of 
checkpoints for each task 
Implies simultaneous work in 
parallel. 

Note in the above references how 
each task is specifically assigned 
(separately controlled). 



See col. 9 lines 57-63 and col. 12 
lines 45-55. Also, it is not clear what 
makes parts divided until further 
Dividing is no longer possible, 
therefore, this claim is further 
rejected as its respective parent. 

See items 12 and 14 of fig. 2. 



See again items 12 and 14 of 
Fig. 2. 
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70. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
Further comprising the ability to 
view a part. 



See item 2 of fig. 2. 



71 . (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 



This is the essence of the 
assigning feature above. 



modify a part. 



72. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
control who can work on a part. 



73. (New) The method of Claim 62, 

further comprising the ability to Also, note the priority 

control when work can be features taught by Endo. 

performed on a part. 

74. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
control where work can be 
performed. 

75 (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability 
to control how work can be 
performed on a part. 

76. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
control work on a part based on 
why the work must be performed. 

77. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
separately store parts. 



6. Claims 62-77 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Cohen (6,507,845). 



Claims 



Cohen 
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62. (New) In a computer with a memory 
that is able to store data at a series of 
addresses in said memory, 

an input means that can be used to store 
data in said memory at said respective 
series of addresses, 

an output device, which is operatively 
connected to said memory for presenting 
to an output space of at least one 
dimension said data stored in said 
memory at said series of addresses, the 
method of: 

allowing a computer user to dynam i ca ll y 
and automat i ca ll y subdivide an object 
into parts so that each part can be 
Separately controlled. 

63. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to work 
Simultaneously on the separately 
Controlled parts, i.e., work in parallel. 

64. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to control 
what is done with the separately 
Controlled parts. 

65. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
divide the parts until further dividing is 
No longer possible. 



66. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
reconstitute... 
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See fig. 1, item 28. 



See item 20. 



See items 14 and 34 of fig. 1. 



See col . 5 lines 11-16 and 
col. 3 lines 30-34. Furthermore, 
dividing implies separate 
controls. Also, see col. 2 lines 2-4. 

See col. 2 lines 61-63 and the 
document sharing feature of 
Col. 3 lines 11-14 and 43-46. 



Note in the above references how 
each task is specifically assigned 
(separately controlled). 



See the cited portions above. 
Also, it is not clear what 
makes parts divided until further 
Dividing is no longer possible, 
therefore, this claim is further 
rejected as its respective parent. 

See Cohen's claim 9. 



67. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
associate a part to other parts or 



See again the cited portions 
For claim 66. 
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objects. 

68. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
associate an action to a part. 



69. (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
aggregate parts into a new object or 
part that contains aggregate parts. 

70. (New) The method of Claim 64, See col. 7 lines 9-20. 
Further comprising the ability to 

view a part. 

71 . (New) The method of Claim 64, 
further comprising the ability to 
modify a part. 



72. (New) The method of Claim 62, See col. 8 line 62-col. 9 

further comprising the ability to line 7 and claim 13. 

control who can work on a part. 



73. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
control when work can be 
performed on a part. 

74. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
control where work can be 
performed. 

75 (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability 
to control how work can be 
performed on a part. 

76. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
control work on a part based on 
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why the work must be performed. 

77. (New) The method of Claim 62, 
further comprising the ability to 
separately store parts. 



7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 62-77 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Chavis whose telephone number is (703) 571 - 
3720. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Tue & Th-F, 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kakali Chaki can be reached on (703) 571-3719. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




John Chavis 



Primary Examiner AU-2193 



